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Masters near-miss hits European number one in pockel

OW 0r ee
FL\XBY-BOUND golf ace Lee

$'estwood didn't just mrss oui

rn a \{ajor title whea he was

5iDo€d to the US Masters bY

Pijl Mickelson at Augusta
\aiional - he also mrsseo oul

on a big bonus from his new

emDIoYers.
TLe world number four

:lar:rowly failed to don the, .
famous green jacket, lu snrng
.econd behind Mickelson on

Sundav at the Georgia course,-

and it turned out to t'-e a douDte

oogey for the NottinghaEshlre-
oom qouer'

Westwood, who takes uP a
nost as Professional at the-Fla-tby 

CounfY Resort next
lear and is in the mrdst oI a

.ubstantial redesign of the
course. near Kraresborough'
gets a "sizeable bonus" -

iumoured bY soutces close to-
rhe club to be in the region ol

!100,000 - if he can win one of

rhe sport's four Major chamtr)r-
onships. the US Masters. Us

Open, OPen ChamPionshiP and

L-SPGA Championshlp.
That would be Pard oY lne ^

Skelwith Group, the owner-s ot

rhe f100 million course' olt the

A,59. which is being developeo
into a luxury resort featuring
bars, testaurants, a luxury -sPa
and grryn, boutiques and JOu
room-i - set in 283 acres of
roilinq countryside

PauiElis. Skelwith.q"g]]P
managing director, -sald: 

-Le€ ]s

a great Player and l'm sure- ne

wil win a Major sooner ratner

than later. He is consistently
one of the best Perlbimers €t

the top events and rt woulo oe
great ior the FlaxbY to have a..

M4ior winner as a course P-ro'
Westwood's stunnrng Penorm-

ance at Augusta means be has

now finished in the top three-rn
his last three Major events tle

has teamed uP with Spanish-
based course desrgner_uaDeu.
Robinson to rcdesrgn-l taxDY s

z?-hole course as well as settmg

up an academY and becomrng
the professional.

by srEvE ca!E9!.1
=eohencanoll@thePress.co.uk bonus

WATCHING BRII
Lee Westwood, I

plays out of a btrl
at the Flaxby Cot!

Resort, watclpd
Skelwith gn

Havine looked closelY at all
the holes over the Past few
months. the pair's finilings wll
see the course lengthened to
more than 7,000 yards. Other
improvements will include
remodellinq some of the water
features and changing the
bunkers to make them more
visible from the tees on the
championship Park Course.

Westwood has spent a
consid.erable amount of time at
Flaxby, atongside his duties as a
European Tour Pro, to get to
know the course and frnd out
what needs to be done before it
can hold big tournaments.

Embarking on his frrst course
desim, Weslwood said: "The
courieiust needs a bit of
tweakine to make it one of the
best in the countrv and the

facilities around it will
be magnificent "

He added: "This is a
great opportunitY,to -
help improre the I laxby
course Emd bnng 1! up
to the highest standards
to host the best golf
events in tbe world.

"Putting in a Permanent
academy will also be a great
base foi me and I look
forward to the resort
developing around
ii. I admtue the
vision arrd ambition
of the Skelwith
Group anil have no
doubts the f'laxbY will
be an international
destinatioa for goli
leisure ancl
business travel."
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