Masters near-miss hits European number one in pocket

by STEVE CARROLL
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FLAXBY-BOUND golf ace Lee
Westwood didn’t just miss out
-n 2 Major title when he was
ped to the US Masters by

Phil Mickelson at Augusta
National — he also missed out
on a big bonus from his new
employers.

The world number four
narrowly failed to don the
famous green jacket, finishing
=econd behind Mickelson on
Sunday at the Georgia course,
2nd it turned out to be a double
bogey for the Nottinghamshire-

horn golfer.

Westwood, who takes up a VIYQ;I- &ZLI:VGOEEII\
post as professional at the A
Flaxby Country Resort next Q?KZ ‘;’:?;tx%f ac?:,;
vear and is in the midst of a i wztchec
substantial redesign of the i 5

course, near Knaresborough,
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gets a “sizeable bonus” — managing dire:
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rumoured by sources close to
the club to be in the region of
£100,000 — if he can win one of
the sport’s four Major champi-
onships, the US Masters, Uus
Open, Open Championship and
USPGA Championship.

That would be paid by the
Skelwith Group, the owners of
the £100 million course, off the
A59, which is being developed
into a luxury resort featuring
bars, restaurants, a luxury spa
and gym, boutiques and 300
rooms — set in 283 aeres of
rolling countryside.

Paul Ellis, Skelwith Group
managing director, said: “Lee is
a great player and I'm sure he
will win a Major sooner rather
than later. He is consistently
one of the best performers at
the top events and it would be
great for the Flaxby to have a
Major winner as a course pro.”

Westwood’s stunning perform-

ance at Augusta means he has
now finished in the top three in
his last three Major events. He
has teamed up with Spanish-
based course designer Cabell
Robinson to redesign Flaxby’s
97-hole course as well as setting
up an academy and becoming
the professional.
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Having looked closely at all
the holes over the past few
months, the pair’s findings will
see the course lengthened to
more than 7,000 yards. Other
improvements will include
remodelling some of the water
features and changing the
bunkers to make them more
visible from the tees on the
championship Park Course.
Westwood has spent a2
considerable amount of time at
Flaxhy, alongside his duties as a
European Tour pro, to get to
know the course and find out
what needs to be done before it
can hold big tournaments.
Embarking on his first course
design, Westwood said: “The
course just needs a bit of
tweaking to make it one of the
best in the country and the
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facilities around it will
be magnificent.”

He added: “This is a
great opportunity to
help improve the Flaxby
course and bring it up
to the highest standards
to host the best golf
events in the world.

“Putting in a permanent
academy will also be a great
base for me and I look
forward to the resort
developing around
it. I admire the
vision and ambition
of the Skelwith
Group and have no
doubts the Flaxby will
be an international
destination for golf,
leisure and
business travel.”
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